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A BST R AC T  
This presents the coverage of violation fundamental rights of women and children in newspaper, 

because it has been observed that fundamental rights violation coverage is more than awareness of 

fundamental rights to control the issue. In this regard, the researcher applied quantitative content 

analysis, whereas purposive sampling method was used for data collection. Data was collected from 

2002 to 2013 from daily Dawn and daily Jang through coding sheet. The study revealed that 

fundamental right violation was more covered by both newspaper as well as more fundamental right 

violation has been done democratic regime of Asif Ali Zardari (2008-2013) instead of dictatorial 

regime of Perviz Musharaf (2002-2008). The findings disclosed that violation done less in dictatorial 

regime because of army control and pressure as well as law and order situation were control at the 

time as compare to democratic regime. Both newspaper covered the issue on priority bases to 

highlight the fundamental right violation in the country. 

Keyword: Violation of Fundamental rights, newspaper Coverage, democratic regime, dictatorial 

regime.       

1 Introduction 

This study is being conducted to find out the coverage of violation of fundamental rights of children and 

women in leading English and Urdu newspapers in dictatorial and democratic governments from 2002 to 2013, 

because to compare the news stories and violation of fundamental rights in both regimes.   

The term human right is necessary for the democratic and peaceful society. The definition of right is 

according to pollockec, right is freedom allowed and power conferred by law. 

According to Bucland “a legal right is an interest or an expectation guaranteed by law”. 
A. K Brohi articulates the concept of right thus; “right is the legal relationship between two juristic persons recognized by courts 

concerning their conduct”. Salmoon says that a right is an interest recognized and protected by a rule of right. 

These fundamental rights are framed by the Quran o Sunnah and Islam. These rights are framed by the 

international charter of human rights of UNO. These are framed by the constitution of Pakistan, 1973. (Sadaf, 2005) 

The researcher chooses this topic to finds out the coverage patterns of fundamental rights of women and 

children in leading Pakistani English and Urdu newspapers. The study focused on the coverage of present condition 

of human rights in Pakistani print media. The researcher checks women and children coverage because both are 

deprived, powerless, marginalize groups and socially low status but important for the development of any society. 

The main objective of the study is to check the portrayal, coverage pattern and organizational polices about women 

and children in Pakistani print media. This will be helpful for media professionals, law makers and academia to help 

out both deprived strata.  

Historical Prospective 

Human rights history is much longer. Human rights history in the world is longer as the history of 

mankind. Gradually the human rights are developed from good to better. One view about the history of human 

rights is that human rights have a little history. This point of view attached its view with the establishment of the 
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United Nations in 1945. But more common view is that human rights have a much longer history. Human rights 

have a universal history according to the various religious and philosophies of the world. Islam and other cultures 

are the supporters of human rights. Social justice, peace, patience and sacrifice for others are the specialties of 

Islamic human rights concept. Islam provides the basic rights to the human beings.  

If we study the history of human rights, documents derived from the source of human efforts can be listed as under; 

(Pervez, 2015) 

i. The Cyrus cylinder (539 B.C) 

ii. Holly Quran and Khutba Hajja tul Wida (09 Zilhaj, 10 Hijri) 

iii. The magna carta (1215) 

iv. The petition of rights (1628) 

v. The US constitution (1787) and bill of rights (1791) 

vi. The French declaration of rights of man and of the citizen (1789) 

vii. The first Geneva convention (1864) 

viii. The universal declaration of human rights (1948) 

 

Violation of Fundamental Rights of women and children 

After the 18th amendment in constitution of Pakistan 1973, the federal government and provincial 

governments have took many steps for the fundamental rights of women and children. Several laws, acts and 

ordinances have been passed and make these the part of judicial system for implementation. National action plans 

and national policies have been constructed for the protection and empowerment of women and children. But 

inspite of all these struggles, the complete success have not been achieved. Due to these steps the violence against 

women and children have been decreased namely. But fruitful results have not been come. Women in Pakistan are 

half of our population but they always have been treated as second class citizen. They are deprived of their 

constitutional and legal rights and basic necessities of life such as; housing, jobs, health and education. 

Discrimination against women starts from the day of birth. The female child birth is not welcomed by people. 

Daughter is considered as a social and economic burden.  

Many restrictions are imposed on women by the social norms and rigid culture. In Pakistan, girls are married 

under age due to economic burden. The women bare the mental torture on the birth of a female child from her in-

laws. In-laws family forces the women to give birth to a male child. Domestic violence is still a big dilemma of our 

society. (Mushtaq et al., 2013) 

It is reality that every year many women are killed as customary practices, acid throwing and set fire with 

kerosene oil. Property rights of the women are violated. Economic un empowerment is a big issue for Pakistani 

women. (Sheraton, 2007) 

A woman is victim of physical abuse, sexual abuse, economic abuse and emotional abuse. Dowry is also a big 

cause of domestic violence in Pakistan. Many women face psychological and physical abuse even beaten or burned 

to death on the issue of dowry. Female is remain under the control of man, in shape of father, in shape of brother 

and in shape of husband. (Zahid & Ali, 2014) 

Child marriage in Pakistan is prohibited by law but it is a big issue in Pakistan due to economic burden, 

people marry to underage girls. Sexual abuse is another issue of women and children in Pakistan. 12 sodomy cases 

are registered in Pakistan every day. Children are also facing corporal punishments. The children are punished at 

home, at workplace and at school or madrassa. In madarssas and at workplace the children are beaten till at life risk 

as well as sexually abused. Early and forced marriage is another issue. Juveniles are treated as adults in criminal cases. 

The implementation of Juvenile justice system ordinance is another big issue. (Bano & Akhtar, 2018) 

Children are also the victims of militant groups. Militant groups in Pakistan and Afghanistan use the children 

in bomb blasts. The life of the children is unsecured from the militant groups. Children are also the victims of sexual 

abuse by militant groups. Children and women are the victims of bounded labor in bricks labor work. Women and 

child trafficking for the different assault purposes is another big issue. (Zaib-un-Nisa, 1999) 

The list of violence’s against women and children is given below. These kind of violations are faced by women and 

children.   

 Property rights violence (the violence of inheritance rights) 

 Legal rights violence (the violence of the rights which are recognized, protected and restricted by a 

particular statutory law) 
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 Violence of political rights (the rights that ensure one’s entitlement to participate in the civil and political 

life) 

 Violence of juvenile justice system (the justice system for the juveniles by the courts and police) 

 Violence of family laws (a legal practice are that deals the family issues such as marriage, divorce and dower 

etc)  

 Violation of child guardianship and paternity (it deals with children legal practice regarding guardian and 

paternity)  

 Threats (intention to inflict damage, pain, injury or other hostile action on someone in retribution for 

something done or not done, a statement from someone is threat) 

 Mental torture ( metal torture is a type of torture, it is more dangerous then physical torture. Mental torture 

relies on psychological effects) 

 Touch (to touch for sexual satisfaction is touch. It is a type of sexual harassment) 

 Harassment at workplace (a threatening behavior of an individual or a group with sexual harassment at 

work place for the female worker is harassment at workplace) 

 Honor killing (murder of a family member especially the female member because of perpetrators they 

belief that victim is the cause of dishonor upon the family. Usually honor killing is happened because of 

lover marriage and the marriage of a women without the consent of her family) 

 Karokari (it is a type of honor killing with special reference to Sindh province. Honor killing is known as 

karokari in local language of Sindh) 

 Vanni/ sawara (it is an arranged child marriage in the result of punishment decided by tribal elders or jarga 

(council). This cultural custom is found in some parts of Pakistan and Afghanistan.  

 Watta Satta (it simultaneous marriage of a sister-brother pair from two households. It is the arranged 

marriage by parent) 

 Child marriage (under age marriage or the marriage of a girl or boy under the age of 16-18 years) 

 Forced marriage (a marriage without the consent of a girl is known a forced marriage) 

 Kaali (it is a customary practice in remote areas of Sindh and Punjab. It is the shape of honor killing. In 

this the couple married without the consent of parents is murdered after proving them ‘kaali’)  
 Marriage with Quran (by local custom of sindh, Pakistan a women is married with Holly Quran. She is not 

allowed to have relationship or marry with anybody) 

 Satti (it is funeral custom of India. According to this custom a widow immolates or burn to death herself 

on her husband’s pyre) 

 Aas aaf  (it is a primitive Balochi custom. In this custom, the guild of an accused is determined a trial is 

conducted by fire. An accused proved himself innocent by crossing on the fire. 

 Inequality (it means the gender wise inequality. Men and women are not equal in status or rights) 

 Female gentile mutilation (to remove any genitalia of women or girl because of customary punishment not 

for medical reasons) 

 Violence of privacy and dignity (to violate the personal life and honor of someone) 

 Physical abuse (causing injury, trauma and hurt to other person is physical abuse) 

 Eve Teasing (unwanted sexual remarks on public place by a man or women) 

 Murder (un lawfully killing of one human being to another) 

 Binding (to bind someone illegally for any illegal purpose) 

 Acid throwing (acid attack on someone’s body for the purpose of assault) 

 Sexual abuse (undesired sexual behavior by one person upon other) 

 Rape (sexual intercourse or penetration is rape. It is a type of sexual assault) 

 Organ mutilation (to mutilate or remove the organ of a person the intention of punishment or assault) 

 Suicide (it is act of someone to intentionally causing one’s own death) 

 Burn with fire (for the intention of assault to setting in fire to anyone) 

 Kidnapping and trafficking (unlawful carrying away to a person against his will) 

 Domestic violence (violence or abuse by one person to another in a domestic setting) 

 Child labour (the employment of under age children) 

 Forced labour (any work or service without ones will or consent is forced labour) 

 Slavery (to buying and selling of any person is slavery) 
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 Illegitimate child throwing (to throw the child who is born by illegally intercourse of a men and women. A 

child is born without wedlock) 

 Child begging (to forcing the children to beg on the streets) 

 Unavailability of shelter (a person who is without home or shelter) 

 Unavailability of health (the lack of health facilities from government) 

 Unavailability of food (the lack of food due to poverty) 

 Unavailability of cloths (the lack of cloths due to poverty) 

 Unavailability of education (the lack of education facilities from government) 

Rationale of Selected Newspapers: 

Print media and the electronic media are the two basic types of media. The researcher selected the print 

media for analysis and from the print media, the Daily Dawn one of from English dailies and the Daily Jang from 

one of Urdu dailies. Both are the national and elite newspapers of Pakistan. Both newspapers have the large 

circulation and the large number of readership. Both newspapers claims the balance and objectivity. Both 

newspapers consider the newspapers of international standard. The one reason of the selection of newspapers is that 

both newspapers focus on the important issues of national and international level.  

Credibility and readers trust is and other reason of selection of both newspapers. Both newspapers are the 

voice of nation. The readership of both newspapers is highly qualified important reason to selection of both 

newspapers is that these newspapers strongly focus on different types of important issues especially the fundamental 

rights of women and children. Women and children issues are the important focus of both newspapers. Both 

newspapers are published from different cities. Both newspapers fulfill the criteria of ethical journalism. So these are 

some reasons to select these newspapers for my research. 

Objectives 

 To evaluate the coverage of newspapers regarding the fundamental rights in Pakistan. 

 To find out relationship between the newspaper coverage about fundamental rights in Pakistan. 

 To search out difference of coverage of both regime regarding fundamental rights in Pakistan.   

Hypotheses 

H1 and accepted alternative hypothesis that Daily Jang has more coverage regarding fundamental rights than daily 

Dawn. 

H2 Both newspapers have given more coverage to women rights than children rights. 

H3 Both newspapers have given more fundamental rights coverage in the General Pervize Musharraf Period than 

the Democratic Period 

2 Review of Literature  

Daley & Englert (2010) concluded in their research that there is a negative approach to secure land rights 

for women in eastern African countries, Rawanda, Tanzania and Uganda which showed the gender discrimination in 

land rights, reforms should be brought for the rights of women in land ownership. The research shows that the 

gender equality and equability should be in land rights. The researchers also suggest that the social and political 

discrimination between the men and women should be stopped. Crocco (2010) described in her research that the 

women’s rights are basically human rights. Human rights subject must be include in social sciences curriculum in US 

education and individuals must read the subject for the sake of knowledge. This book changed the trend about the 

women rights and society will consider the women’s rights as a human rights. The researcher says that it’s the time 

to recognize the women rights as human rights.   

Woodring (2016) concluded in his research that it’s the reality that women & girls are marginalize and the 

victim of cultural, social, moral, civil, political and economic rights violations. But the media has no freedom for 

such issues. The human rights organizations criticized this situation on internet. This research is on the effects of 

media on women’s rights, which shows the discrimination of the media on women’s rights but internet provides 

freedom regarding this issue. Molen (2016) stated in his research that property rights are the basic rights in any 

society. The world communities realized this right in 1948. According to the UN charter and international human 

rights law, property is a complex concept while the land surveyors play vital role in property rights. Human rights 

law also protects the property rights. It also ensures and secure the property issues as surveyors daily work to make 

ensure the property rights. The research explores the relationship between the human rights and land surveyors.  
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Becker (2015) discussed in his research that how can the poor and marginalized women have gained the 

justice from the courts of Nepal. According to this research the WHO along with the development agencies have a 

vital role to build the capacity of poor and marginalized women in achieving the justice. The WHO also increase the 

rights based language in Nepal. The researcher also discussed the difficulties of Nepali women which gain their 

rights. Ajayi & Olotuah (2005) concluded in their research that customary laws, cultural attitudes and practices in 

Nigeria are violating the property rights of women. Property rights are not available to women of Nigeria in both 

paternal and matrimonial families and even in the case of divorce and widow. The culture and attitude of the 

Nigerian people is a hindrance in accepting the property rights of women which literacy and legal education can 

overcome to this discrimination.  

Chilangwa (2011) stated in his research that there are many types of abuses in Zambian schools. These 

abuses are found both in rural and urban schools. The abuses are; physical abuse, verbal abuse and sexual abuse. 

The first section of this research shows the types and areas of abuses and the second portion discussed the children 

abuse in school & communities. The last part of the research comprises on suggestions. Wild & Kunst (1995) 

mentioned in their research that the abortion is a right of women. They said that the health of women and 

population control is the justification of abortion as the right of women. They also said that at factories and other 

work places, many women accept unwanted pregnancies and marital & sexual relations. So the abortion is the 

women’s right to spend their life happily.  

Banks & Carbonell (2013) concluded in their research that the use of international human social rights 

treaties and foreign laws practice has been increased in US courts. The courts are also in the favor of civil rights and 

liberties of international human education rights. The researcher also shows the behavior of the state and effect of 

federal judicial courts on international human rights as well. Benjamin (2011) mentioned in his research that in 1996, 

one hundred and seventy women brake hurdles of race, culture, patriarchy and trade union policies and participate 

in national conference for trade union women and comprised on united force, unity in unions, and equality at 

workplace. The researcher described that the women is biologically and physically different from the men so the 

working women problems should be treated different from men. The working women children must also be safe on 

workplace.  

Englehart & Miller (2014) stated in their research that convention of women rights on world level, 

eliminate the discrimination against women. The conventions are significant for the positive effects on human 

rights. The researchers also mention that CEDAW has greater effects on international level. The CEDAW are the 

key factor which initially controlled the discrimination. Harris and Milton (2015) concluded in their research that 

there is no relationship between terrorism and women rights. The researchers also suggest that the policy makers 

must kept in mind that there is a difference between violence and terrorism so when they formulate policies, they 

should differentiate domestic terrorism & state terrorism and make the laws & policies according to the nature of 

violence.  

Grewal (1999) concluded in his research that the women rights are considered as human rights 

internationally and nationally. In this research the researcher also described about the global feminism and American 

practitioners of feminism. The women rights have become powerful due to the feminist practices. The researcher 

also describes about required policy and action to address the local and transnational specifications that generated 

gender discrimination. The researcher also discusses the international non public organizations. Amnesty 

international & women right watch group as these organizations are working for women rights and feminist 

approach. Hua & Nigorizawa (2010) explored in their research that women are trafficking in United States from all 

over the world for sexual purpose. These women did not know that they are being smuggled for sex purpose, when 

they reached in American cities like New Jercy and New York, they viewed themselves for the sex victims. They 

think themselves migrated for the purpose of labor work and thus their rights killed in developed country. The 

women rights are also violated in US by gender based violence. The women are also violated culturally in US. The 

policies laws and rules are not strict about the women trafficking for sex. So there is a need to strict rules and 

policies.  

Copelon et al. (2005) stated in their research that all human beings are free by birth. No one can interfere in 

their freedom, dignity and rights. According to the world declarations, everyone is entitled to freedom all rights 

without any discrimination of race, religion, sect, sex, language nationality and socio economic status. The 

researcher’s emphasis on the reproductive health rights and right to life of women. According to the research, the 

right to life became weak in the communities where the abortion laws are strict. The women should have to 

freedom for abortion. The researchers also reviewed different laws in this research like the convention on the rights 

of the child, the convention on the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women, African charter on 
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human and people’s rights, the inter-American human rights agreement, the European convention for the 

protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms and the international covenant on civil and political rights.   

Stevens (2007) concluded in his research that gender based oppression was generally recognized after 

1980s as a human rights issue. Some foreign aid and trade decisions affect the women rights as human rights. The 

United Nations has also placed debates on the issue of women rights. The research is with reference to the fourth 

world conference on women held in Beijing, China, September, 1995. In this conference many academics, politicians 

and activist were involved. The life of the women and the violation of the women rights were discussed in this 

conference. The gender based violation was found because of the women. But in 1990s the human rights 

movements and nongovernmental organizations mobilized themselves to address gender based violence. 

Kuosmanen (2015) concluded in his research that philosophical justification of right to development is ensured 

according to the UN declaration on the right to development (DRTD). Declaration on the right to development is 

based on the philosophical justification of the legal human rights. The research is the analysis of the right to 

development. In this research the researcher tries to answer two questions; one of them is the justification of right 

to development and second one is the functions of right to development. The right to development ‘repackages’ the 

other human rights and the functions of right to development is ensured according to the other declaration of the 

world.  

Mullen (2014) concluded in his research that play has been recognized as a human right in the current age. 

Play has been changed in international human rights law but status quo treats the play out of place and as a mistake. 

Play is a right where it exists. Play provides the dignity, health, education and equality. Play is the base of human 

experience. It promotes the dignity. The researcher use the term ‘de jure and defacto’. According to these terms, 

play is a serious treatment of human rights. Yeshanew (2014) stated in his research that many nongovernmental 

organizations are busy in development work as well as working on mainstreaming human rights. FAO, the food and 

agricultural organization of the United Nations is included in these organizations from 1990s. The mainstreaming is 

considered as the world of fashion. The researcher analyzes the progress and challenges faced in human rights 

mainstreaming. This research suggests the ways to strengthening the work of mainstreaming and the rights of food.  

Kuria & Kiai (2008) concluded in their research that corruption or bribery is basically the violations of the 

human rights. This research is conducted in Kenya but it can generalize all around the world. In this research, the 

researcher criticized the Mahatma Gandhi’s words “There are seven sins in the world; pleasure without conscience, wealth 

without work, politics without principles, worship without sacrifice, science without humanity, commerce without morality and knowledge 

without character” each and every thing getting without struggle is corruption specially Kenya and generally all 

countries of the world must be fight against the corruption. So the basic human rights might be protected. Franke 

(2011) concluded in his research that human rights protection is compulsory for displaced persons. The research is 

based on citizenship, displacement and marginalizes group rights. The rights of displaced persons are according to 

the declarations of world communities. The right of citizenship is the basic fundamental right of individual. 

International human law is in favor of the citizenship and protection of human rights. Displaced citizens are the 

persons who have not the rights according to the research. The governments and human rights institutions must 

have to legislation regarding citizenship and displacement. Pisano (2015) concluded in his research that ASEN 

commission on the promotion and protection of the rights of the women and children (ACWC) was launched by 

the association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) in 2010. The research is actually the deeply analysis of the 

ASEN regarding the rights of women and children in ASEAN countries. This article is the comparison of the 

human rights in ASEAN human rights system and other regional systems. The research is the analyze of ACWC 

followed by analysis of the declaration on the elimination of violence against women and the elimination of violence 

against children in ASEAN.  

Awad (2011) concluded in his research that most prominent features of human rights according to report 

of the Arab organization for human rights AOHR are the development of national legislation, political and civil 

rights, public freedoms, developmental rights, environmental rights, social and economic rights. This study also 

shows self determination of Iraq and Philistine and the level of civil peace and territorial integrity in Sudan, Sumatra 

and Yemen. Bennett et al. (2015) stated that the United Nations general assembly adopted the declaration on human 

rights defenders in 1998. This declaration considered the rights of individuals, communities and groups. It promote 

and protect the own rights of defenders and others rights. The researcher concluded that the declaration is very 

important for the promotion of human rights universally. This research also identified the key areas of research for 

further studies regarding defenders. Goggin (2010) stated in his research that the modern era has changed our 

concepts about the old culture regarding human rights. This sentiment has a limited impact on human rights. This 
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research is about the primitive cultures misrepresentation on the life indigenous people. The researcher also 

describes the misrepresentation of primitive culture on local life.  

Amon & Kasambala (2009) explored in their research that risk factors for HIV infection must be explain 

and the socio economic, cultural and political factors also be taken for the treatment of HIV. The socio-economic, 

cultural and political factors are most important as these factors have been recognized very effective for the 

prevention and treatment of HIV AIDS. In this research the researcher highlights the barriers in HIV prevention. 

The researcher indicates that we must have to consider the prevention of HIV and other health issues as the human 

rights. This research is based within the special reference to Zimbabwe and it can generalize all over the world. 

Struthers (2015) explored in his research first time in 2011 that the United Nations declaration on human rights, 

education and training was introduced International standards for human rights. It is most important that a 

framework for holistic human rights education was established. The researcher also shows the usefulness of 

framework. The researcher also tries to assess and compare the state practice about human rights education to 

promote the human rights and to make it effective & comprehensive. The researcher suggests that state should have 

to change the policies about human rights. 

Yilmaz (2014) explored in his research that the judges of Pakistan federal shariat court (FSC) used their 

powers many times on ijtehad and recommendations given on many occasions on the cases related to the family 

laws, women and the right to family life. The ijtehad was pro women’s rights, gender sensitive and in favors of 

human and family rights. These recommendations of ijtehad were relevant to the human rights agenda and western 

standards. The judges of Federal Shariat Court are modifying the traditional ijtehad. But some scholars as Schcht, 

Ceulson and Chehata are against this, because they said that in 4th and 5th century the Islamic laws were fully 

formulated. Baldissone (2010) stated in his research that the human rights are the need of people all over the world. 

This is a modern thought of the intellectuals and activists of human rights. The researcher called the human rights, 

need of all the nations and the term human rights worldwide acceptable phenomena.  

3 Research Design  

This is based on quantitative content analysis, while data was collected through coding sheet from two 

leading newspapers including daily Dawn and daily Jang by purposive sampling method from 2002 to 2013 

published news stories regarding violation of fundamental rights of women and children in democratic regime and 

dictatorial regime.  

4 Findings  

Table 1:  Cross Tabulation of Newspaper and Gender Classification regarding women and children 

fundamental rights 

  Gender Classification Total 

   Women news Children news Mix news 

Newspaper 
Jang 16574 3764 807 21145 

Dawn 5828 3235 371 9434 

Total 22402 6999 1178 30579 

Table 1 shows cross examination of Daily Jang and Daily Dawn regarding women news, children news and 

mixed news of children and women rights. The table illustrates that Daily Jang given more coverage to women 

rights and mixed news, while, Daily Dawn given more coverage to children rights instead of women rights. The 

overall coverage of children and women rights remained more in Daily Jang than the Daily Dawn.  

Table 2: Cross Tabulation of Newspaper and Regime regarding women and children fundamental rights 

  Regimes 
Total 

  Dictatorial Democratic 

Newspaper 
Jang 11780 9365 21145 

Dawn 4588 4846 9434 

Total 16368 14211 30579 

Table 2 shows that comparison of fundamental news coverage in different regimes (dictatorial & 

democratic) during proposed period of research. The table indicates that the Daily Jang given more fundamental 

rights coverage to dictatorial era (11780) than democratic era (9365), while on the other side, Daily Dawn given 
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more fundamental rights coverage to democratic era (4846) than dictatorial era (9365). The overall coverage also 

remained more in both newspapers in dictatorial era (16368) then the democratic era (14211). 

Table 3: Cross Tabulation of Newspaper and Pages coverage regarding women and children fundamental 

rights 

  Page 
Total 

  Front page Back page Other 

Newspaper 
Jang 1770 5975 13400 21145 

Dawn 443 258 8733 9434 

Total 2213 6233 22133 30579 

Table 3 demonstrates the newspaper and page wise comparison of fundamental rights news coverage of 

Daily Jang and Daily Dawn. The table indicates that both newspapers published more news (22133) on other pages 

(other than front & back pages)than the back page (6233) and front-page coverage (2213).  

Table 4: Cross Tabulation of Newspaper and Columns wise coverage regarding women and children 

fundamental rights 

  Columns 
Total 

  1 column 2column 3 columns above 

Newspaper  
Jang 9711 9200 2052 182 21145 

Dawn 3681 2750 1691 1312 9434 

Total  13392 11950 3743 1494 30579 

Table 4 shows the comparison of newspaper and column wise coverage of fundamental rights news 

published of Daily Jang and Daily Dawn. The table indicates that both newspapers given more coverage on single 

column news story (13392) than double column (11950), 3 column (3743) and above (1494).  

Table 5: Cross Tabulation of Newspaper and News Categories coverage regarding women and children 

fundamental rights 

  Newspaper 
Total 

  Jang Dawn 

News categories 

awareness news 8233 6084 14317 

violence news 11780 3205 14985 

combine news 1132 145 1277 

Total 21145 9434 30579 

 

Table 5 demonstrates the cross tabulation of awareness news, violence news, combine news and 

newspaper coverage to women and children rights. It indicates that the both newspapers given more coverage to 

violence news (14985) than awareness (14317) and combines news (1277), while daily Jang has given more coverage 

(21145) than daily Dawn (9434) to women and children fundamental rights.  

Table 6: Cross Tabulation of News categories and gender classification coverage regarding women and 

children fundamental rights 

  Strata Classification 
Total 

  women news children news Mix News 

News categories 

awareness news 9793 4070 454 14317 

violence news 11594 2750 641 14985 

combine news 1015 179 83 1277 

Total  22402 6999 1178 30579 

 

Table 6 exemplifies the comparison of gender classification (women news, children news & mix news) 

within the perspective of news categories (awareness news, violence news & combined news). The table indicates 

that women news remained more (22402) than children (6999) and combine mixed news (1178). The data also 

indicates that violence news coverage is more (14985) than awareness (14317) and Combine news (1277).  

Hypothesis Testing  

Table 7: Cross Tabulation of Newspaper and gender classification coverage regarding women and 

children fundamental rights 

  Newspaper 
Total 

  Jang Dawn 
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Strata Classification 

women news 16574 5828 22402 

children news 3764 3235 6999 

Mix News 807 371 1178 

Total 21145 9434 30579 

 

Table 7 shows the numbers of the gender and newspaper cross tabulation that total (22402) news stories 

were published, in daily Jang (16574) and daily Dawn (5828) regarding women rights, (6999) news stories depicted in 

both newspapers, whereas, (3764) in daily Jang and (3235) in daily Dawn about children rights, while mix news were 

published in quantity of (1178), whereas (807) in daily Jang and (371) in daily dawn. The results disprove the H1 and 

accepted alternative hypothesis that Daily Jang has more coverage regarding fundamental rights than daily Dawn.  

Table 8:  Cross Tabulation of Newspaper and Gender Classification regarding women and children 

fundamental rights 

  Gender Classification Total 

   Women news Children news Mix news 

Newspaper 
Jang 16574 3764 807 21145 

Dawn 5828 3235 371 9434 

Total 22402 6999 1178 30579 

Table 8 shows cross examination of Daily Jang and Daily Dawn regarding women news, children news and 

mixed news of children and women rights. The table illustrates that Daily Jang given more coverage to women 

rights and mixed news, while, Daily Dawn given more coverage to children rights instead of women rights. The 

overall coverage of children and women rights remained more in Daily Jang than the Daily Dawn. The results of the 

study approved the Hypothesis H2 “Both newspapers have given more coverage to women rights than children rights”.  
Table 9 : Cross Tabulation of Newspaper and Regime regarding women and children fundamental rights 

  Regime 
Total 

  Dictatorial Democratic 

Newspaper 
Jang 11780 9365 21145 

Dawn 4588 4846 9434 

Total 16368 14211 30579 

Table 9 shows that comparison of fundamental news coverage in different regimes (dictatorial & 

democratic) during proposed period of research. The table indicates that the Daily Jang given more fundamental 

rights coverage to dictatorial era (11780) than democratic era (9365), while on the other side, Daily Dawn given 

more fundamental rights coverage to democratic era (4846) than dictatorial era (4588). The overall coverage also 

remained more in both newspapers in dictatorial era (16368) then the democratic era (14211). The study disproved 

the Hypothesis 3 “Both newspapers have given more fundamental rights coverage in the General Pervize Musharraf Period than the 

Democratic Period” 
Correlation Testes  

Table 10. Association between Newspapers and Gender Classification 

Correlations 

 Newspaper Gender 

Classification 

Spearman's rho 

Newspaper 

Correlation Coefficient 
1.000 .166** 

Sig. (2-tailed) . .000 

N 30579 30579 

Gender Classification 

Correlation Coefficient .166** 1.000 

Sig. (2-tailed) .000 . 

N 30579 30579 

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). 
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The table 10 illustrates the correlation statistics regarding newspapers and gender depiction in both 

newspapers, where Chi-Square test applied to measure the association which P=.000 show strong relationship 

between variables.  

Table 11. ANOVA Analysis regarding fundamental rights and democratic period 

ANOVAa 

Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

1 

Regression 
134.477 1 134.477 643.588 .000b 

Residual 6389.017 30577 .209   

Total 6523.494 30578    

The Table 11 shows the significant value (0.000) of ANOVA which is less than 0.05. Hence it also 

confirmed that there is significant relationship between newspaper coverage and fundamental rights. When the 

value of significance decreases the level of significance between the selected variables increases and when the 

value of significance exceeds from 0.05 the level of significance decreases. Its explored that both newspapers 

covered the fundamental rights respectively.  

Table 12. Association between Newspapers and Gender Classification 

Correlations 

 newspaper Regime 

Spearman's rho 

newspaper 

Correlation Coefficient 
1.000 .066** 

Sig. (2-tailed) . .000 

N 30579 30579 

Regime 

Correlation Coefficient .066** 1.000 

Sig. (2-tailed) .000 . 

N 30579 30579 

**. Correlation is significant at the 0.01 level (2-tailed). 

The table 5.26 illustrates the correlation statistics regarding newspapers and regimes (democratic and 

dictatorial) depiction in both newspapers, where Chi-Square test applied to measure the association which P=.000 

show strong relationship between variables.   

5 Discussion   

The result of the study also both newspapers covered the issue more in the month of May as 2644 (8.6%), 

whereas, less coverage had been given in the month of January. Tawab (2000) also found that more coverage had 

been given to women rights in the month of April and May. The reason behind the coverage of both months 

because international day of human rights violation for dignity of mankind, world health day, international day of 

safety and health at work, 1st May international labor day, international day of families, international day of living 

together with peace celebrated all over the world for the awareness of human rights.  

The outcomes of the research also disclosed that most of news were covered in dictatorial period 16368 

(53.5%) and 14211 (46.5%) in democratic regime. On the other side, daily Jang covered the human rights issue more 

than daily Dawn. Sadaf (2005) also found that dictatorial regime is more favorable for human rights than democratic 

governments in the country.  The author also found that daily Jang covering more human rights news than daily 

Dawn.  

The results of the study unveiled that more news covered on other pages instead of front page and back 

page, which show less interest and less importance of the newspaper in the human rights. Gulnaz (2002) also 

explored that very few news had been published on back and front pages of the selected newspaper, which unveiled 

the interest of the newspaper in the issue of women and children rights.  

The research also exposed that more news published by both newspaper about violation of human rights 

instead of awareness of human rights. This showed that human right violation is common in the country as Creek 
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(2014) found that human right violation is more in the world due to less awareness. The author suggested that the 

international human rights agencies needed to aware the public about human right that may overcome the violation 

of rights.  

The results of the study also disclosed that both newspapers published news stories regarding the 

awareness and violation of harassment. That people in the country should know that what is harassment and how it 

would be violated. The newspaper covered 211(0.7%) news regarding the awareness of harassment and 141 (0.5%) 

news about violation of harassment. According to Social Support Foundation (2014) recommended that media and 

other related departments should to work together for the protection of children sexual violence and child labor. 

Ghosh (2006) found that the women needed physical security, social security and economic empowerment for the 

development of women rights.  

The study revealed that both newspapers also portrayed the customary practices news. The researcher divided it into 

two parts that how much news were published regarding awareness and violation of customary practices, which that 

835 (2.7%) news were published about awareness and 1817 (5.9%) news about violation of customary practices of 

women and children rights. Customary laws include honor killing, forces marriage, child marriage etc. Ajayi and 

Olotuah (2005) also found that customary laws, culture attitude and practices are violating the property rights of 

women. Ariany (2013) said that there are many conflicts between women rights and cultural practices, such Mutta 

marriage (marriage for limited time period in Shia Sect of Muslims), while due to lack of education and differences 

but Sunni sect of Muslims denies this custom.  

The study also explored that both newspapers published 517 (1.7%) news about awareness and 788 

(2.57%) news about violation of gender discrimination such as inequality, eve teasing, female gentle mutilation, 

violation of privacy and dignity. Sylvain (2011) said that women are facing gender-based discrimination ethnic and 

racial clashes in the society.  

The study also revealed that the both newspapers published 3109 (10.2%) news about awareness and 1212 

(4.0%) news about violation of unavailability of basic necessities children and women rights such as food, health, 

education, shelter and clothes.  Mullen (2014) explained that government should provide basic necessities like 

health, education, shelter and food etc.  

The study also revealed that both newspapers published 1721 (5.6%) news about the court decisions to 

aware the people regarding fundamental rights of children and women likewise, conviction, acquittal, partially 

convict/acquit, bail, and remand/judicial. Yilmaz (2014) revealed that Pakistan Federal Shariat Court (PFSC) used 

its power related to family’s laws, women and the right to family life.  

The research also disclosed that both newspapers published 1932 (6.3%) news about the police actions to 

aware the people regarding fundamental rights e.g. accused arrested, demand of arrest, assurance of arrest, and case 

registered. It is also revealed that both newspapers published 1108 (3.6%) news stories on the base of statements of 

different official to aware the people regarding fundamental rights. Chalamalla (2012) said that media is playing vital 

role in the upholding and safeguarding of human rights. It is very easy to prevent fundamental rights with the 

support of mass media.  

Correlation tests were applied to find out association among the selected variables. The results explored 

that there is a strong relation between the fundamental rights of women and children rights and newspaper 

coverage. The Chi-Square and ANOVA results illustrated a significant P-value=0.000, that there is a strong 

relationship among the variables.  

6 Conclusion  

Women and children rights are more vulnerable, because people considered them subordinate in the 

society. This study was conducted to investigate the women and children fundamental rights in the mainstream 

Urdu and English newspapers.  

The researcher conducted this study on the base of quantitative methodology, while, content analysis was 

applied as data collection technique. Codding sheet was developed under the consideration of objectives, hypotheses 

and research questions. The coders were assigned on the bases of variables. Data was collected through purposive 

sampling method. Categories were made for the content analysis including awareness and violence regarding women 

and children rights. While, data collected from one English newspaper daily Dawn and Urdu Newspaper daily Jang 

because both are most circulated newspapers of the country. Period of the study was from 2002 till 2013 of two 

regimes dictatorial and democratic regime of Pakistan.  
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It is concluded that both the regimes democratic and dictatorial regimes from 2002 to 2013 released news 

regarding the issue. This period selected to explore variance among the variables of the study. The study explored 

more news were published in 2005, whereas, less news items were published in 2002. But, on the other side, 

important laws, regulations and policies were implemented in this period, such as,Prevention and control of human 

trafficking ordinance 2002, Punjab Destitute and Neglected Children 2004, Neglected children Act 2004, Karokari 

Bill 2005, The protection of women (criminal laws amendment) 2006, protection against harassment of women at 

workplace act 2010, the domestic violence prevention and protection act 2012,  

It is concluded that more coverage had been given in the month of May and April most of the national and 

international days related to the issue had been observed, likewise, International day of human rights violation for 

dignity of mankind, world health day, international day of safety and health at work, 1st May international labor day, 

international day of families, international day of living together with peace celebrated all over the world for the 

awareness of human rights.  

It is also concluded on the base of results of the study that the women and children fundamental rights 

were more covered in dictatorial period instead of democratic regime., whereas, daily Jang covered the human rights 

issue more than daily Dawn. It is concluded that dictatorial empower the women and children and implement the 

laws, rules and policies for the prevention of their rights, while, on the other side, democratic government took less 

interest in the implementation of women and children related laws and regulations. 

On the base of the study outcomes, it is summarized that daily Jang is pro-women and children rights more 

than daily Dawn. It is also inferred that the reason of more coverage given by daily Jang is Urdu language which is 

most readable newspaper in Pakistan than the others.  

It is also summarized that the women and children rights were published by both newspapers on other 

pages than front and back pages, which shows the less importance and interest on the issue. It is fact that both 

newspapers covered the issue, but didn’t gave importance to it. It is also a fact that newspaper mostly publish 

important news on front and back page, because of its importance and inclusiveness, but in this regard both the 

newspapers published more news regarding children and women rights on other pages.  

It is found that both newspapers didn’t highlight the awareness of human rights rather than violation. It is 

a fact that media is the mirror of society, what it present, people accept it, in this case, newspapers only given 

coverage to violation related news instead of awareness.  

It is also concluded that both newspapers covered the news and information for the awareness Laws and 

its violation. It shows that print media in Pakistan is covering the issue on grass root level. It is found that 

information about women and children laws and its violation is the need of the day in the country, because most of 

the people here don’t know the children and women laws.  

It is also found that customary practices meant cultural and traditional rules related news were also covered by both 

newspapers from 2002 to 2013, which show that customary practices are the big hurdle in the implementation of 

government of Pakistan laws regarding children and women rights.  

It is also found that gender discrimination is also a hurdle in the way of children and women rights 

implementation. Gender discrimination not only effecting women life but also their children and vice versa.  

It is also summarized that both newspapers covered the news for the awareness of torture, which show 

that torture of women and children rights leads to physical abuse, murder, binding, acid throwing, rape, sexual 

abuse, burn with fire, organ mutilation and suicide.  

It is also found that basic necessities of children and women rights such as food, health, education, 

home/shelter and clothes were also covered by both newspapers. At the time of the man-made and natural disaster 

women and children rights are very important because most of the families displaced from their own homes where 

they need the shelter, food, clothes, health and education facilities  

It is also concluded that both newspapers covered court decisions about women and children rights in 

Pakistan, that depicted that court system in Pakistan is taking notice of women and children rights violations. For 

example, Mukhtaran Mai case at South Punjab and Dr Shazia from Dera Bughti, Blochistan case were decided under 

the Pakistan women law.  

It is also found that police actions were also covered by both newspapers about women and children rights 

in Pakistan such as accused arrested, demand of arrest, assurance of arrest, and case registered.   

It is concluded that all the hypotheses were proved by the results of the study that both newspapers 

covered the issue but mostly by daily Jang instead of daily Dawn. It is found that daily Jang is most circulated and 

readable as well as has more reporters and correspondents in the country who are covering the issues related to 

women and children rights as compare to daily Dawn and other newspapers.   
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