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'Architecture IS communication from 
the body of the architect directly to' 
the body of the person who 
encounters the work: l So writes 
Juhani Pallasmaa In The Eyes of the Skin: 
Architecture and the Senses. I n I Is 
consideration of issues of ability 
and disability within architecture, 
Issue 10 of bUlldmg matenal seeks to 
explore how the values of thiS 
commUnication are currently 
understood and how such values 
can be further examined. 

As architects, we learn to think in a 
very particular way. Our architecture 
becomes a product of this way of 
thinking about and viewing the 
world. Any way of thinking, however, 
IS likely to have its limitations, thus 
an awareness of differing 
perspectives becomes crucial. 
Consequently, tJuildmg matenal 10 has 
sought a deliberate juxtaposition of 

the voices of both architects and 
non·archltects In the opening of thiS 
professional and political 
diSCUSSion. Thus III the words of 
Neil Leach, 'a certain tension is 
allowed to develop between a way of 
thinking that belongs speCifically to 
the world of architects and one that 
IS generated outSide that world: 2 

In working to uncover, present and 
explore these issues of (dls)ability 
and architecture, each reader is 
afforded the opportunity to 
(re}consider both Individual and 
communal attitudes to the thinking, 
working, practicing and vISIOning 
that underlies the making of 
architecture in I reland. As a 
community of profeSSIOnals, we 
need to allow ourselves be 
challenged and questioned. This is a 
live story: how we respond to it is 
critical. 

NOTES 

1 Juhanl Pallasmaa, The Eyes of the 
Skin: Architecture and the 
Senses (London: Academy Group Ltd., 
1996), p.46 

2 Neil Leach (ed.), Rethinking 
Architecture: A reader in cultural 
theory (London: Routledge, 1997), p. xvi 



room sell .. , beth tauke 
The Images In the room series are all Images 01 the same room, They have been photographed to 
emulate various ways In which one might see the space. and are based on variOUS deseneratlve 
Sight conditions , 
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