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Abstract Keywords   

The movement and protests under Black Lives Matter (BLM) in the postmodern 

times have opened a huge space for research. Specifically, for communication and 

media research from the point of view of social media.  The main idea of this 

study that low cost labor in South America and the large number of people in the 

lower class were the main reasons to enslave African Americans or black 

American. White Americans of upper class were not only burdening black 

Americans with labor, but they are also doing same with white Americans by 

taking control of politics, cash and land. . The census study method were applied 

in this study and also Content analysis also requires analyzing data of different 

forms. Data of four public Twitter accounts is collected. The social media tool 

Twitter is used for data. For the analysis 468 tweets from four American media 

organizations that are two print media and two electronic media are selected. 

Criminal justice should provide justice to everyone regardless of anything. Some 

further work the BLM can do is to educate people about racism, colorblind racism, 

change opinions of people and get maximum support for the movement. Black 

lives matter and race also matters, and it will take a shift in public to assume that 

they matter and their lives are equally important in order to change the justice 

system and American society 

 Black Lives 

Matter, 

 Framing 

Analysis, 

 Twitter, 

 Journalistic 

Practice, 

  US Media 

 
Introduction 

Black Lives Matter or BLM is a civil rights movement in the United States of America. It is not 

the latest topic in America but after killing of George Floyd it started trending on social media. 

Police brutality against the innocent black people in America is due to many factors but most 
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common of them is racism. After killing of George Floyd on May 25, 2020 in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota hashtags #BlackLivesMatter and #BLM started trending on Twitter. Many riots and 

protests started in America and other parts of the world where people demanded justice for black 

people who were killed in the past few years. Civil rights movements are not a new thing for 

Americans. These movements happen time to time due to racism of white people against blacks 

and other ethnic minorities. The history of this activist movement #BLM goes back to the year 

2012 when a man named George Zimmerman shot and killed a teenage African-American named 

Trayvon Martin who was unarmed in Florida. Then in the year 2014 another black teenager 

Michael Brown was killed by a police officer named Darren Wilson (Graff, 2015).  #BLM started 

in the reaction of these killings of innocent black teenagers and this movement claims to be an 

ideological and political involvement where black lives are deliberately directed for killing. Since 

2014, Black Lives Movement got so much support and is grown into a big network of organizations 

representing more than 4 countries outside America and more than 30 American cities (Rickford, 

2015). America view itself as “post-racial” or “colorblind” society. Being colorblind means that 

most of the Americans are not racist and they don’t judge the person by their skin color. This is 

the ideology that all people are considered nonracial and don’t belong to any race (Cleve & Mayes, 

2015).  

The ideology of being colorblind looks like it is the best solution for the ongoing racism, 

but it is not in reality. Due to this ideology, there are many issues in the justice system for criminals 

that caused different manifestations to racial impacts (Cleve & Mayes, 2015). This ideology is a 

recently developed type of racism and it played a negative role in the Black Lives Movement. 

There is always a backlash for Civil Rights Movement in 1960s and now for this Black Lives 

Matter campaign it is in this type of hashtag and statement that #AllLivesMatter (All Lives Matter). 

BLM’s main objective is the liberation of black people and it is also trying to pass the way of 

thinking of Americans from “us versus them”. Black lives can be freed from injustices when 

Americans stop thinking that they are superior to the black people and stop looking down on them 

as criminals. Pew Research conducted a survey in 2016 and in that survey it was discovered that 

65% of African American encourage and support the movement (Horowitz & Livingston, 2016) 

 It is said before that Americans think of themselves as post-racial society but the real question is 

that if they are post-racial then why do black people need a separate movement for them to provide 

justice to the black people who were killed. Most people are shifting the interest of the movement 

from #BlackLivesMatter to #AllLivesMatter.  

 

Problem Statement  

This study explain the killings of Black people by the police got a counter- protest hashtag, 

“#AllLivesMatter”. The White people advocating for ALM hashtag state that equal attention 

should be given to the lives of other people as it is giving to Black lives. The counter hashtag got 

less attention and it expresses ‘colorblind’ and ‘race neutral’ approach to the issues related to 

racism. (Orbe, 2015).  

 

Objectives 

 To demand for low cost labor in South America and the large number of people in the 

lower class were the main reasons to enslave African Americans or black American. 

 To determine the white Americans of upper class were not only burdening black Americans 

with labor, but they are also doing same with white Americans by taking control of politics, 

cash and land. 
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 To defend their acts of slavery, elite class condone that the black people are from a lesser 

caste and this is how two evils in the American society were born, slavery and racism. 

Research Question 

 What are the demand for low cost labor in South America and the large number of people 

in the lower class were the main reasons to enslave African Americans or black American? 

 How determine the white Americans of upper class were not only burdening black 

Americans with labor, but they are also doing same with white Americans by taking control 

of politics, cash and land? 

 How defend their acts of slavery, elite class condone that the black people are from a lesser 

caste and this is how two evils in the American society were born, slavery and racism? 

 

Literature Review 

To understand racism and why there was a need for a civil rights movement by black people for 

black people we need to know the history of racism and how racism started in America.  

Racism started with the start of slavery in America. Servants who were paying debt back 

to the people were used for slavery. During this time period white and black Americans were in 

equal social class and only elite ruling class was white Americans. The demand for low cost labor 

in South America and the large number of people in the lower class were the main reasons to 

enslave African Americans or black Americans (Alexander, 2010). White Americans of upper 

class were not only burdening black Americans with labor, but they were also doing same with 

white Americans by taking control of politics, cash and land. The upper class was fearful that the 

lower or working class would defeat them. Elite class who were ruling both black and white tried 

to prevent the working class for joining hands (Graff, 2015). To defend their acts of slavery, elite 

class condone that the black people are from a lesser caste and this is how two evils in the American 

society were born, slavery and racism. To further support their concept of black people were from 

a lower race, white rulers started giving more privilege to white people like giving them more 

rights, hiring them in power and giving them liberty over black people (Alexander, 2010). 

Before civil rights movement happened in America, white people starting to consider black 

as inferior race and different in culture. White people started using degrading remarks in public 

and were in favor of separated schools and housing areas for black and white (Huddy & Virtanen, 

1998). This racism against black is so deeply rooted inside the minds now like it was back then. 

Different factors contributed to racism like the words used against blacks, attitude of white people 

and different laws and punishments for different races. Civil Rights Movements were initiated and 

the first ideology was to convince government to assure black people that they will have same 

rights as white people and the end of racism (Huddy & Virtanen, 1998). Civil Rights Movements 

started and they tried their best to end some hedges of discrimination but it could not end all types 

of discrimination (Graff, 2015).  

At the end, there was a change in the civil rights movement and racism. This time having 

difference in color was not only the main type of racism but it was substituted by colorblind racism 

which was based on failed culture of a group (Bonilla-Silva, 2012). In present discriminating 

someone on the basis of their skin tone is not acceptable but now the racism has changed that now 

it feels all right to condemn someone if they are failing socially or culturally. There are more 

consequences of these all forms of racism combined on the American people then there was in 

past. This is the reason why the criminal system of justice is flawed because it has an impact that 

black people are different to them culturally and this system affects the people who come in 

connection with it.  
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Just when we thought that Americans moved beyond the concept of color racism and now it is an 

ideal society means that the early type of racism has left behind the racial segment which was the 

basis of the start of slavery which gave the idea of racism (Bobo, 2011). Americans believe that 

now the inequality is based on the culture and morals other person has which is way worse than 

discriminating people based on their skin tone in past. Even in past the oppression against blacks 

was justified by stereotypes and this completely refuses the fact that black people have suffered a 

lot in their past and are still suffering in present. Forms of racism are different, but the impact is 

much more than it was in the past.  

Criminal justice system is affected by colorblind racism. Racism is now a systematic issue. 

America is a colorblind society and due to this all the institutions working for the welfare of its 

citizens are influenced by this racism. Race should not matter but unfortunately it does matter in 

the justice system in America. The system is also racist that only one out of eighteen white men 

will go to jail once in their life while one out of three black men will go to jail once in their life 

(Mauer, 2011). Prosecutors and police officers are also judgmental towards another race. Police 

officers decide who to charge and prosecutors decide what charges should be pursued. Not only 

police and prosecutors are biased, but the judiciary is also biased when the person is black. The 

main problem is racism in American society which also reflects on the institutions of justice which 

means in the end that the system is flawed and it has to be changed to provide justice for black 

people who are in prison on wrong and false charges.  

Black Lives Matter Movement was founded on July 13, 2013. It is an organized movement 

which promotes non-violent protests against incidents of injustices against African American 

people. Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors and Opal Tometi posted the hashtag on a digital media site 

Twitter. #BlackLivesMovement was formed to protest when the police officer George Zimmerman 

who murdered Trayvon Martin who was an unarmed African American, was set free from all 

charges. The hashtag got attention on social media and it is still used by people to express their 

opinions in response to African American killings by police officers (Freelon, McIlwain, & Clark, 

2016). Black Lives Matter got even more attention while organizing protests for killing of another 

unarmed African American teenager Michael Brown in Ferguson by a white police officer (Taylor, 

2016). BLM protests on Chicago, New York City, and Oakland in the years 2014 till 2016 also 

gained media coverage and it also got registered in public opinion surveys (Neal, 2017).  

President Barack Obama was the first Black president of America. Barack Obama talked 

about BLM at town hall event in London on April 23, 2016 as that BLM is impressive in getting 

attention to problems. Once people start something significant for the cause and people got its 

attention then people who are in higher positions or government sit with you at the table and you 

all try to work out on all the possible solutions to solve the problem (Shear & Stack, 2016).  

From academic literature the representation of BLM movement is similar to ‘new social 

movements’ that become known in the United States and Europe in 1980s. A few studies 

conducted on the issue make the same point. The intensity and voluntary determined of the BLM 

movement is same as some recent movements like protests in Brazil and Egypt and Occupy Wall 

Street than the activism of African Americans in 1960s (Harris, 2015).  

#BlackLivesMatter started trending again on Twitter after a video of an African American 

man named George Floyd went viral on the internet. George Floyd was arrested by white 

policemen and he was handcuffed and he was held on the ground with the knee of one white police 

officer on his neck. In the video it was heard that George Floyd kept saying to the police officers, 

‘I can’t breathe’ but after suffocating the man died under police officer’s knee. After George 
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Floyd’s death on May 25, 2020 in Minneapolis, Minnesota people started protesting all over the 

world against racism and police brutality against black Americans (Osle & Stokke, 2020).  

Demanding justice for George Floyd, protesters on the roads and on social media started 

demanding justice for other African Americans like Elijah McClain who was killed by police on 

August 24, 2019 in Aurora, Colorado and also for shooting of Breonna Taylor who was killed on 

March 13, 2020 in Louisville, Kentucky. Along with #BlackLivesMatter other hashtags like 

#JusticeForGeorgeFloyd, #ICantBreathe, #DefundThePolice, #JusticeForElijah and 

#JusticeForBreonna started trending on Twitter.  

As the movement was started by three women so it often happens that the contribution of 

women and role played by women are neglected and shadowed by the actions of their male fellows 

in the same movement. Most people don’t know that the movement is organized by three women 

and two of them Cullors and Garza are queer and Tometi is a daughter of immigrant parents. These 

women before forming the BLM movement and after this movement are working on different 

activism like right to health care, defending domestic violence victims, judicial reforms for crimes, 

and immigration activism (Jackson, 2016). 

Hypothesis: 

H1: Tweets by the selected accounts are more positive than negative. 

H2: Nature of tweets by the selected accounts is informative.  

 
Methodology 

Importance of quantitative social science studies began in the 20th century. Habermas pointed to 

quantitative analysis. Quantitative analysis is known to include data on circumstances and act 

meaningfully. It's also used to explain actions in broader context. Quantitative research advances 

nobly, quickly replacing obsolete quantitative research (Denzin & Lincoln, 2011). Quantitative 

analysis tests empirical data based on variables. The methodology for quantitative analysis starts 

from planning a sample, collecting relevant data, analyzing data and interpreting data (Neuman, 

2007) Researcher also has to prove hypothesis formulated at the data interpretation level. The 

census study method were applied in this study and also Content analysis also requires analyzing 

data of different forms. Data of four public Twitter accounts is collected. The Twitter accounts of 

two American news channels CNN (@CNN) and MSNBC (@MSNBC) and two Twitter accounts 

of leading American newspapers The New York Times (@nytimes) and USA Today 

(@USATODAY). These accounts are selected because all these accounts have more than 1 million 

followers on Twitter. This paper examines 468 tweets. Tweets were then coded into following 

categories: serial number, date, month, media organizations, content of tweets, source of news, 

role of posts and nature of posts. 

 

Results 

Following are the results of the research, 

  Frequency Percent 

Positive 362 77.3 

Negative 106 22.7 

Total 468 100 

 Table 1 Role of posts 

Table 1 show that the tweets which were positive were more in number than tweets which were 

negative.  
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  Frequency Percent 

Informative 234 50 

Awareness 198 42.3 

Others 36 7.7 

Total 468 100 

 Table 2 Nature of posts 

Table 2 show that the tweets which were informative were more in number than tweets which 

were for awareness.  

 

Media Organization Role 

  Positive Negative Total 

CNN 91 25 116 

MSNBC 89 23 112 

New York Times 54 21 75 

USA Today 128 37 165 

  362 106 468 

 Table 3 Media organization x role cross-tabulation  

Table 3 show the media organization into role cross-tabulation in which tweets with positive role 

were more than negative role.  

 

Media Organization Nature of Post 

  Information Awareness Others Total 

CNN 59 48 9 116 

MSNBC 57 47 8 112 

New York Times 40 27 8 75 

USA Today 78 76 11 165 

  234 198 36 468 

Table 4 Media organization x nature of post cross-tabulation 

Table 4 show the media organization into nature of post cross-tabulation in which tweets with 

informative nature were more than awareness nature. 

 

Discussion 

The results show that the data collected from Twitter accounts of four American media 

organizations (print and electronic media) on the topic of Black Lives Matter is tweeted in different 

roles and nature of the tweets. The role, nature and content of the tweets are further categorized 

into different categories. Most of the posts tweeted were by USA Today followed by MSNBC 

relevant to Black Lives Matter protest. Total number of tweets posted by these media organizations 

was 468 in number (see table1). 

The tweets by different media organizations had different content, role and nature of the 

posts. Content of tweets was what type of content it was in which the tweet was tweeted. The 

categories were written, photo, video, link, written with photo, written with video, written with 

link or other form of content. After analysis of the data the frequency of content was the most for 

written with relevant link to the news article. Two types of role were studied in tweets, positive 
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and negative role. After analysis it was seen in the results that almost all the posts were positive in 

role. Out of 468 tweets, 362 were positive and only 106 were negative in their roles. After role we 

analyzed the results of nature of the posts. There were three categories for nature: informative, 

awareness and others. There was a greater number of informative tweets than awareness tweets 

posted by the organizations verified accounts.  

H1 was that the role of tweets is positive and H2 is the posts were informative in nature. 

First hypothesis was that the role of BLM tweets by selected media accounts was positive is 

supported by the results. The first hypothesis is supported by the results we have analyzed from 

the data collected. Second hypothesis was that the nature of BLM tweets was more informative 

than sensationalism which is supported from the results of tweets analyzed. Results show that the 

nature of informative posts was greater in number and whereas there were less posts regarding 

sensationalism tweets. The second hypothesis is also supported. Both of our hypotheses are 

supported by analyzing the results of the tweets.  

The Black Lives Movement has been supported internationally. All the major media 

organizations tweeted and updated. Other than media organizations, political figures, politicians 

and celebrities reported for the campaign. Black Lives twitter hashtag is a form of hashtag 

activism. Hashtag activism on social media platforms has benefits and drawbacks. Advantages are 

that people got to know about campaign, campaign history, people's views and viewpoints on the 

subject and downside is that people tried to hurt the cause by making new hashtags and arguments. 

After BLM started to gain attention over social media, people from all over the world got to know 

exactly what's happening with Black African Americans in America and how prejudice against 

them began with White people. Now, after the movement is popular all over the world that could 

change people's views about Africans. This research's main purpose was to challenge the BLM 

campaign and how it was portrayed in America's leading media organizations. The results show 

that most of the tweets / posts were optimistic and nature was insightful. More specifically this 

study can be taken as evidence that the Black Lives Movement 2020 has been a fruitful campaign. 

It seems like people are talking about what's happening with the African Americans' protests and 

police injustices.  

 

Conclusion 

Since America was formed there were many injustices with Black people. They were treated in 

very bad manners. They had no rights and they worked as slaves in houses of White people. Black 

Lives Matter is a civil rights movement formed by Black people for the injustices that they have 

faced in all these years. Black Lives Movement have shaped the way that Americans lookout racial 

inequality against African Americans in last few years. Black Lives Movement on social media is 

a new chapter in very long struggle for African American freedom. This approach on social media 

has created and creating some issues for the movement just like some racists created counter 

hashtag #AllLivesMatter which was also trending on Twitter. Other issues may arise in future for 

the effectiveness of the movement like fracturing ideals and misappropriation of the real agenda. 

The criminal justice policies need to go through again to see if these policies are not biased towards 

the people of different color, cast or creed. Criminal justice should provide justice to everyone 

regardless of anything. Some further work the BLM can do is to educate people about racism, 

colorblind racism, change opinions of people and get maximum support for the movement. Black 

lives matter and race also matters, and it will take a shift in public to assume that they matter and 

their lives are equally important in order to change the justice system and American society.  
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